
 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS  

… improving access to affordable prescription drugs  

for those most vulnerable in our community 

 

 What is the Charitable Pharmacy of Central Ohio, Inc.?   

♦ Its primary purpose is to be a “bridge” pharmacy to increase access to affordable prescription drugs for low income, uninsured 

and underinsured individuals who experience gaps with insurance coverage and/or challenges in accessing medications 

through other available programs. 

♦ The pharmacy will also provide counseling and education by licensed professionals to ensure that clients take medications 

properly and are aware of clinics and programs that can help them access continuing medical care or a “medical home”. 

 

 Who will be eligible to receive medications?  This pharmacy will assist low income, uninsured and underinsured individuals in 
Franklin County who: 
♦ Need to fill prescriptions for high-cost, brand name drugs that there is not a generic therapeutic alternative 
♦ Need to bridge the gap while getting connected to other existing programs 
♦ Cannot afford $4.00 generic drugs offered by retailers (due to numerous prescriptions) 

 
 How will individuals qualify for access to prescription drugs at the Charitable Pharmacy? 

♦ Individuals will need to bring proof of residency, verification of income and expenses for all household members, and original 
or faxed prescription (prescriptions may be faxed directly from the physician’s office).Individuals will be qualified to receive 
medications for up to six months before they must be re-qualified. 

 
 Why do we need a Charitable Pharmacy in our community?  

Between 2004 and 2008 the number of adults in Franklin County 
who do not have access to needed prescription drugs  
 increased by 40%. (source:  2008 Ohio Family Health Survey) 

 
 What impact will the Charitable Pharmacy have on our 

community?   
o It will complement existing programs by providing a safety 

net of pharmacy services for individuals on an interim basis 
for those patients waiting to qualify for other programs.   

o It will provide continued pharmacy services for those who 
fall through the cracks in the system and have no other 
option. 

o It will help patients with chronic conditions maintain and/or 
improve their health status. 

 
 How has a charitable pharmacy helped other communities?   

In Cincinnati, the St. Vincent de Paul Charitable Pharmacy has been 
able to bridge the gap for residents of Hamilton County.  In their first 
30 months, they have filled over 37,000 prescriptions exceeding 
more than $3.5 million in retail value. 

 

St. Vincent de Paul Charitable Pharmacy 
Results to Date 

 # Scripts Retail Value 

2007 7,720 $632,091 

2008 18,562 $1,816,091 

2009 (Jan-June) 10,719 $1,074,499 

Totals 37,001 $3,522,681 
 

 
 What can a Charitable Pharmacy do?  A charitable pharmacy can receive & dispense drugs donated by: 

♦ Drug Manufacturers (Pharmaceutical Companies) 

♦ Wholesale Distributors acting on behalf of a Manufacturer 

♦ Prescriber in Location Licensed as Terminal Distributor (which means a doctor, if his/her practice location is licensed as a 
terminal distributor) 

 
 
 
 



A Charitable Pharmacy can also: 

♦ Purchase drugs from Wholesale Distributors 

♦ Occasionally purchase of drugs for resale from a pharmacist licensed as a terminal distributor or is employed by a terminal 
distributor. 

♦ Receive drugs via Karon's Law (donated drugs from nursing homes and long-term care pharmacies) 
 

 What medications will the Charitable Pharmacy carry?   The pharmacy’s formulary will depend mostly on donated medications 
from pharmaceutical companies, long-term care pharmacies and physicians.  It will have a comprehensive number of generic and 
brand drugs; however, it will not have all medications available in a retail store.  If the pharmacy cannot fill a prescription they will 
be able to assist individuals in connecting to drug manufacturer assistance programs that can sometimes be utilized to obtain 
medication free of charge.  The pharmacy will also assist in identifying alternative medications that are more readily available.  The 
pharmacy will NOT stock controlled substances and other drugs that might be abused (ex. Oxycontin, Vicodin, Adderall, Concerta, 
Tramadol, Soma, Methadone). 
 

 Who will operate the Charitable Pharmacy?  The pharmacy will operate as a charitable non-profit, tax exempt, corporation with 
its own Board of Directors. 
 

 Where will the Charitable Pharmacy be located?  The pharmacy will be located in the Livingston Avenue United Methodist 
Church at 200 Livingston Avenue. 

 
 What days and hours will the Charitable Pharmacy be opened?  Hours of operation are yet to be established but initially the 

pharmacy will most likely be open 2-3 days each week, during the first quarter 2010. 
 

 What types of resources are needed by the Charitable Pharmacy to operate?  The resources needed by the pharmacy 
include donations that will be used to procure medicines to dispense and volunteers. 
 

 How will the Charitable Pharmacy be funded?  The pharmacy is inviting public/private partners (business, health care, 
government, philanthropic organizations and individuals) who are willing to commit financial and in-kind resources to supporting 
the pharmacy. 
 

For more information contact: 
 Allan Zaenger, R.Ph., MS. Executive Director / Pharmacist or Mariellyn Dunlap, Patient Services Coordinator, at The Charitable 
Pharmacy of Central Ohio, 614-227-0301, charitablepharmacy@gmail.com 
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Support provided by the following public and private partners: 

         
 

     
 

         

 

   
 

          

 

Volunteers from our community! 

 


