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The National Struggle for Health Care Reform in America 
  
Most of the national “reform” debate is focused on increasing affordable 
health care (insurance) coverage.  We know from our work and learning 
in the community that having insurance coverage does not equal access 
to patient-centered health care.    
  
While we applaud more affordable insurance coverage, we strongly 
believe that communities should continue to improve access to the right 
care, at the right place, at the right time! 
  
Working together, our public-private partnership is demonstrating the 
value of collaboration to improve access to health care for all people in 
our community.  We hope you find the information in this newsletter of 
interest.  We welcome your feedback and suggestions. 
  
We have developed a briefing on the national struggle for health care 
reform in America.  Please let us know if you would like to host an 
informative, non-partisan briefing on this important topic with your 
colleagues by contacting Jeff Biehl, president of Access HealthColumbus, 
at jbiehl@accesshealthcolumbus.org or (614) 884-2440 x214. 
 

 
Our Strategic Areas of Focus 

 
The work of Access HealthColumbus’ public-partnership is focused in the 
following areas: 
 

 Improving Improving  
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Improving 
care  

coordination 
 
 
The fragmentation of 
our delivery system is 
a fundamental 
contributor to the 
poor overall 
performance of the 
U.S. health care 
system. 

access to 
affordable  

primary  
care 

 
Over 142,000 adults 
have no usual 
place/source of health 
care in Franklin 
County , an increase 
of 43% over the past 4 
years 

 

access to 
affordable 

prescription  
drugs 

 
Over 146,000 adults 
went without needed 
prescription 
medications in 
Franklin County , an 
increase of 40% over 
the past 4 years 

   
Projects: 
 
Central Ohio Care 
Coordination— In 
collaboration with 
Central Ohio Hospital 
Council and Central 
Ohio Trauma System, 
we are working to 
improve patient-
centered care 
coordination across 
emergency 
departments and with 
community health 
centers for all people 
in central Ohio. 
 
Patient- Centered 
Medical Home — We 
are coordinating the 
advancement of 
patient-centered 
medical home 
innovation in 
collaboration with 
health plans, 
providers, employers, 
and patients. 

Projects: 
 
Electronic Health 
Records in 
Community Health 
Centers — We are 
coordinating efforts 
to advance the 
adoption of health 
information 
technology (HIT) in 
community health 
centers. 
  
Federally Qualified 
Health Center (FQHC) 
Planning 
Collaborative—  
We are coordinating 
efforts to increase 
access to affordable 
primary care provided 
by the FQHCs in our 
community. 

 

Projects: 
 
Charitable (‘Bridge’) 
Pharmacy— In 
collaboration with 
West Ohio 
Conference of the 
United Methodist 
Church, we are 
working to improve 
access to affordable 
prescription drugs. 



 
Latino (Immigrant) 
Health Connector— 
We are facilitating 
efforts to improve the 
coordination of 
health care and 
health education for 
employed 
immigrants, starting 
with Latinos in our 
community. 

 
 

 
Want to learn more about our work in the community? 

 

Click here to view our dashboard of partnership activities! 
[opening dashboard may take a few minutes to load] 

 

 
Our Public-Private Partnership Board of Directors 

 
Thomas Hadley (Chair) 
Wells Fargo Insurance 
Services 
Chamber of  Commerce 
Representative 
Ivery Foreman (Vice 
Chair) 
Vorys, Sater, Seymour & 
Pease 
United Way of Central 
Ohio Representative 
R.  Reed Fraley 
(Treasurer) 
Ohio Hospital Association 
Health Care 
Representative 
Michael Mishkind, M.D. 
(Secretary) 
Columbus Medical 
Association 
Representative 
Dianne Biggs 
United Way of Central 
Ohio 
Labor Representative 

Jack Clark 
Nationwide Children’s 
Hospital 
Hospital Representative 
Jerry Friedman 
The Ohio State University 
Medical Center 
Hospital Representative 
Sister Barbara Hahl 
Mount Carmel Health 
System 
Hospital Representative 
Thomas Horan 
Columbus Neighborhood 
Health Center 
Community Health Centers  
Representative 
Teresa Long, M.D. 
Columbus Public Health 
Health Department 
Representative 
Jennifer Nickell-Thomas 
Nationwide Insurance 
Business Representative 
Dianne Radigan 

Richard Snow, D.O. 
Columbus Osteopathic 
Association 
Representative 
Mike Stull  
Employers Health 
Coalition of Ohio  
Business Representative  
The Honorable Charleta 
Tavares 
Columbus City Council 
City of Columbus 
Representative 
Olivia Thomas, M.D. 
Nationwide Children’s 
Hospital 
Community Philanthropic 
Representative 
Bruce Wall, M.D. 
The Ohio State University 
Managed Health Care 
Systems 
Columbus Medical 
Association 
Representative 

http://www.accesshealthcolumbus.org/board/ahc-activity-dashboard.pdf


Lea Blackburn 
OhioHealth 
Hospital Representative 
LaShawn Capito 
Central Community House 
Consumer Representative 
 

Cardinal Health 
Franklin County 
Representative 
 

Donna Woods 
Gladden Community 
House 
Consumer Representative 
Jeff Biehl  
Access HealthColumbus 
President 
 

 

 
Please join others in supporting our work in the community. 

 
Click here to make a tax-deductible donation! 

 
 
Access HealthColumbus 
61 Jefferson Avenue 
Columbus, OH 43215 
614.884.2440 
www.accesshealthcolumbus.org 
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